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ON THE COVER:

~ In Virginie Sommet and
Christian Frederick’s house
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, the
white pods lining the living-
room wall are bookshelves of
Sommet'’s own design, each
with an oval wooden lid that
hides the visual busyness
within. The piano with built-
in candlesticks came from her
childhood home in France.

Photograph by Floto+Warner
for New York Magazine.



The Enchanted

Pragmatists

, o Fantasyland in Bed-Stuy,
complete with rustic pool.

The living-room
<hairs belonged
to Samemet's
grandporents, and

—

she found the
chandeber on «Bay
The oval beokshelf
pods were desigred
by Virginie Sommat
The covers are painted

wood and lift off,

HE GARDEN WAS USED
as a garbage dump, filled with
cement, glass, toys, wood,”
Vinginie Sommet says. “It took
85 garbage bags to clean it
out” That was in 2012, when
she and her partner, Christian

Frederick, bought this 1888 Queen Anne

house in Bedford-Stuyvesant. It took a
solid year of eight-hour days, five days a
week, to finish the project, which required
awhole lot of love and refinement —

g Ao 3 5 Sommet and Frederick are both artists,

and she has her own design firm—but
3 3 0tk A O | The fireploces The flosrs were finished in alsoa lot of lifting and loading, .
‘uuul-n. M“ toking Somenat ond her sister ~ were relined and high-gloss epoxy. (Yes, they Why was she not intimidated by that?
ndthﬂwﬁw learned to ploy on this pload now werk. require o lot of cleaning,) Possibly because, when she was growing
floor, turning it inte one wide-opm space. 94 children in Normandy.

up in rural Normandy, she worked on her
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first renovation when she was 8 years old.
*Our father gave us an outbuilding to
transform,” Sommet remembers. “It
became our playroom. It was exciting. We
were working long hours to make it look
good and then invite our friends over”
She and her sister were routinely given
roles as their parents repaired antique
furniture, restored churches, built stone
walls. All that gave Sommet a foundation
on which to build and realize her
fantastical design dreams. Having taught
ballet for many years, she’s also strong
enough to haul heavy trash bags.

Quite a few of the furnishings come

e T

comfy wingback chair and the upright
piano in the open living room. But
nobody looking at this house will be
surprised to learn that Sommet had the

’ only modern room in her parent’s hons.
. The most eye-catching part of her desigh
The cooktop and hood are from Whirlpeol, and the wosher-dryer ond fridge are LG,

“Why do we always have square
cabinets?” Sommet says she asked herself.
Instead: Exclamation points!
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from her family’s house in France, like the k.

[be biue-disc art plece
obove the fireploce is.
Sermmet’s own work, So s
the instoliation
P9¢ Gender, mode of toys
mounted en convas.



| “The garden was used as

'\ agarbage dump,” she
recalls. “It took 85 garbage
bags to clean it out.”

is probably the white oval pods that line
the living room. They're custom-built
modular bookshelves, and although they
look space-age, they are actually rather
low-tech and tactile. They're painted
wood rather than metal, and the lids
simply lift off to reveal the books within.
“You want to live with your books because
you love them so much,” Sommet says,
“but sometimes they are just too much,
visually. Also, bookshelves are always
the same flat piece of wood—boring!”

gone,

Out back, l]n'jl:niumul i
l'('pl;u'vd by a natural-stone pond, two
IIs, and enough vegetation to

waterfa : e ;
a feel like a little forest,

make the are
The couple keeps a shared studio on the
basement level of the house, and when
they're not at work they cook E.ll](l
('nt.crtuin in the open living-kitchen-
dining room on the parlor floor. More
oval pods, turned on end, bv'('umc
kitchen cabinets, with a miniature round
pod at the bottom tip ul"o.zu'h. “As ‘
a visual artist I already did a series of
exclamation-point installations, so
[ decided to do my kitchen cabinets the
same way. So every morning you have
to smile with your coffee!”

WENDY GOODMAN




VIRGINIE SOMMET
646-245-6072; virginiesommet.com

A sculptor and installation artist, French-born Som-
met’s interior-design projects are characterized by her
dedication to feng shui and Zen meditation, and a feel-
ing of peace and calm informs every aspect of her
rooms. In a Brooklyn townhouse, bookcases and kitch-
en cabinets are designed to blend into the walls, elimi-
~ nating any sense of clutter.




