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Virginie, 36 years, arist.

Living in MewYork since 8 years in MewYork, Virginie live in a loft in Chinatown.,

I 'wanted to live in Tokyo. | was doing my Art master at the University Parie VIll and | registered at
the MICEFA 4 azzociation who organzed studies exchanges. It ks like this, that | lend in Mew York
with the authorzation to stay 9 years, | did nof have any financial help but Hunter College was free
for me even if it was the equivalence of

$20 000 because | was taking 40 hours of class a week. At the baginming | had difficulty to
understand but | insisted and work a ot | was nol thinking doing something else than create. To
maka a litthe bit of monay | was selling my jewelry in the sireat or making some sculpture, decora-
tion on the movie setl. | was always daing various creative things. | have been hired in an art
gallery just because | told 1o the cwner that | really like the work that she shows, The day after |
start, it was not well paid but she introduces me a lot of peopla in the Art Warld |, thesa contacts
wiere very importants, A friend of mine intraduce me to a Gallery wha ked my work and became
my sponscr who s major to apphied for an artist visa that you can renew every 3 yeera, Mg,' wiork
has been exhibited very fast but financially it was still difficult. Every day | was saying to mysalt:"

Do not give up, you are going to succeed”. To survive | was opening the broken TV set in the
streat to make my jewelrnes, | was seling them in & different stores, For my sculpture | need a lot of
space and an opportunity of renting & loft in Chinatown came who is also my studio and | do a lot
of exhibitions with others artists also. Here it iz possibla to lend some money it we do not have a
credit score of 720, Today everything is smaooth with my life. | have two exhibitions planed including
ana Dctobar & where Elle Wiasel will give three of my sculptures to Melson Mandela, Yvanna
Grellety and Martin E Franklin during the focd gala of Action Against Hunger,

W, virginigsommet,com,



